Related literature
The structure of the same compound has been determined independently and is reported in the following paper (Portalone & Colapietro, 2008) . The structures of picolinohydrazide (Zareef et al., 2006) and isonicotinohydrazide (Jensen, 1954; Bhat et al., 1974) have been published. For related literature on the biological activity of these molecules, see: Ouelleta et al. (2004) ; Zhao et al. (2007) . For related literature, see: Bhat et al. (1974) ; Zareef et al. (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
The importance of aromatic hydrazides is closely related to their biological activity and to the fact that they can be used for the syntheses of several other biologically active compounds. Nicotinohydrazide, (I), for example, is an efficient peroxidase-activated inhibitor of the POX activity of PGHS-2 (Ouelleta et al., 2004) . On the other hand, the isomer isonicotinohydrazide, (III, scheme 2), is not a potent inhibitor, with an IC 50 of 129 mM against 15 mM for (I).
Structure also plays a major role in the activity of the anti-tuberculosis drug isonicotinohydrazide, which requires Mycobacterium tuberculosis catalase-peroxidase (KatG) activation to produce an acyl-NAD adduct (Zhao et al., 2007) . This adduct is of extreme importance since it is an inhibitor of the enoyl reductase (Mtb InhA), essential for the biosynthesis of acids present in mycobacterial cell walls. Picolinohydrazide, (II), and isonicotinohydrazide, (III), generate the hydrazide-NAD adduct in this system, while nicotinohydrazide, (I), does not. However, the yield of the (II)-NAD adduct is around 35% of that of the (III)-NAD adduct. As a result, (III) is a potent antituberculosis drug, while (I) and (II) are not.
In this context, studies of structural analogues of these biologically active compounds become fundamental and will be useful in elucidating the mechanism of action, which strongly depends on substrate selection and binding stoichiometry to the (III) binding site in KatG, which still has not been completely elucidated.
The crystal structures of picolinohydrazide, (II) (Zareef et al., 2006) , and isonicotinohydrazide, (III) (Jensen, 1954; Bhat et al., 1974) , have been previously reported and the structure of nicotinohydrazide (I) is here described. The three isomeric hydrazides are distinguished by just the position of the N atom in the pyridine ring with respect to hydrazide group (scheme 2). A selection of their structural parameters is shown in Table 2 .
When the structural parameters of isomeric hydrazides are compared, some interesting aspects can be observed, which depend on the structural relation between the N atom in the ring and the hydrazide group. Indeed, while (II) crystallizes in the monoclinic system, isomers (I) and (III) crystallize in the orthorhombic system. The C6═O1 bond length in (I) and also in (II) and (III) are smaller than those usually observed in carboxylic acids (1.365 Å, Zareef et al., 2006) . Similarly, the C6-N2 bond distance observed in (I) is consistent with those reported for (II) and (III) hydrazides, suggesting a significant partial double-bond character; the bond lengths are consistent with resonance hybrids between a polar and a neutral form (Bhat et al., 1974) . Similar to the results reported (Bhat et al., 1974) for isonicotinohydrazide, the N2-N3 and C2-C6 bonds of (II) have distances similar to their corresponding single bonds. In (I), the pyridine ring bond lengths are very similar to those obtained in related compounds and the ring lies in a plane which forms an angle of 33.79 (9)° with that of the non-H atoms in the hydrazide group. This lack of coplanarity between the hydrazide functionality and the pyridine ring is considerably greater than that observed in isonicotinohydrazide (−17.14°), while picolinohydrazide is almost fully planar, probably because in (II) N2 is in the same side and therefore closer to N1, favoring intramolecular N2-H···N1 hydrogen bond. Conversely, in the crystal structure of (I) N2 and N1 are on opposite sides of the molecule, and in this case only intermolecular hydrogen bonding takes place. The intermolecular hydrogen bonds N3-H···O1 and N2-H···N1 (Table 1) , which form a three-dimensional polymeric structure (Fig. 2) are fundamental for the stability of the crystal structure of (I).
supplementary materials sup-2 Experimental
Nicotinic acid hydrazine was synthesized by the reaction of ethyl nicotinate (43.9 mmol) and hydrazine hydrate 99% (27.5 mmol) in methanol. The reaction mixture was refluxed for 24 h., yielding a yellow solution. Upon cooling to 298 K, the product precipitated and it was washed with methanol and filtered. Colorless needle shaped crystals of (I) suitable for X-ray analysis were grown by recrystallization from a chloroform-methanol (9:1) solution by slow evaporation at room temperature.
Refinement
All non-H atoms were refined with anisotropic displacement parameters. H atoms attached to C atoms were added at their calculated positions, with C-H = 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (carrier C). H atoms of the hydrazide group were found in a difference map and treated with a riding model and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (carrier N). In the absence of significant anomalous scattering effects, no Friedel pairs were collected. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) with labeling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are shown at the 40% probability level. 
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